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WAR NOTICES 


Ministry of Pensions Administrative Posts 


The Ministry of Pensions will shortly appoint a small number 
of medical practitioners to whole-time posts on its administra- 
tive staff. The appointments will be temporary and un- 
established, and it is an essential condition that officers 
appointed should undertake to serve anywhere in Great 
Britain, Northern Ireland, or Eire, as required. Practi- 
tioners between the ages of 35 and 45 with good clinical 
knowledge and administrative capacity who are interested in 
these appoiniments are invited to communicate with the 
Secretary of the Central Medical War Committee, Tavistock 
Square, London, W.C.1. 


Emergency Medical Service and Police Sick 

In the War Notices in the Supplement of November 25 
(page 227, para. 8) the classes of case involved in the 
Emergency Hospital Medical Service are set out. We are 
informed by the Ministry of Health that police sick are not, 
as it at first stated, covered by the scheme, and that arrange- 
ments for the treatment of police sick will be the same as in 
normal times. Claims for the cost of their treatment should 
not, therefore, be forwarded to the Ministry. 


CENTRAL Mepicat Wark COMMITTEE, 


British Medical Association House, 
Tavistock Square, wet. 


Correspondence 


Recruitment to the R.A.M.C, 


Sin,—Some time ago all the four members of this firm 
signed the voluntary enrolment form, which We understood 
was sent to all the medical men in the country. Under this 
scheme one of our partners has now been called up for 
service in the R.A.M.C. He is just under 35, married, with 
two children, and has been in the firm for ten years. We 
find that it is essential to replace him owing to pressure of 
work, and we are astonished at the number of men under 35, 
in most cases unmarried and in perfect health, who have 
applied for the post. We are anxious to know how this can 
be. Have these young men been approached concerning 
medical service in the armed forces, and, if so, did they 
volunteer? If they did, why have not the young unattached 
men been called up before those well established in general 
practice? 

Possibly they have not been approached, or have refused to 
serve. If this is so, we feel that this half-and-half voluntary 
enrolment has broken down, and it would be far better and 
fairer to have straightforward conscription.—We are, etc., 

G. C. Gray, 
N. Gray, 


Newmarket, Jan. 13. J. H. RANDALL. 


The Doctor and Pool Petrol 


Sin,—The difficulty of starting a car on cold mornings with 
pool petrol experienced by Wing Commander H. M. Stanley 
Turner (Supplement, January 13, p. 5) 1 have heard of also 
from near neighbours of mine. I think the primary cause 
must be in the car or its carburetter rather than in the petrol, 
for some cars start easily. The small car 1 am now using 
(a British 10 h.p.) starts without difficulty. In accordance 
with the maker's directions the starter is switched on thrice, 
and at the third the engine starts evenly. It did so this morn- 
ing, when there was 8 degrees of frost inside the garage! 
Measures are taken to keep the engine warm. I find the big- 
bellied paraffin lamp with a gauze dome that burns for 200 
hours is better than the miner’s lamp or the small electric 
heater. The big lamp stands on the floor under the engine, 
and when a rug is flung over the bonnet the whole of the 
engine is kept warm. But | know of other cars that even with 
these warming arrangements will not start properly. So the 
type of the car must be the determining factor. Wing Com- 
mander Turnér might try one of these big-bellied lamps, and 
in addition an electric heater or miner's lamp hung close to 
the carburetter. 

There is another tip worth mentioning. On mornings when 
there are both frost and mist the windscreen may be so frosted 
as to be opaque. A thin smear of glycerin outside and inside 
the glass will prevent this. The glass is smeary, but that is 
less objectionable than opaqueness.—I am, etc., 

Edenbridge, Jan. 12. N. Bishop HARMAN. 


Sir,—I wonder what type of car Wing Commander H. M. 
Stanley Turner uses? My car, a British 12 h.p. one, starts 
now, as always, with one press of less than one second’s dura- 
tion on the starter-button. Is the petrol to blame?—lI am, etc., 


St. Leonard’s-on-Sea, Jan. 13. E. A. Woop, M.D. 


Sin,—Wing Commander Turner seems unlucky with his car. 
I have been compelled to invest in a new British 8 h.p. car, 
and it starts quite well these mornings, using the self-starter 
only, after it has been all night in an unheated garage. 
A rug is placed over the radiator and I use an anti-freeze 
mixture. Except for an occasional stalling of the engine at 
traffic lights, which is due to the fact that I have only 
recently taken up driving again after a break of twenty-four 
years, there is nothing to complain of.—I am, etc. 

London, W.1, Jan. 12. SyDNEY TIBBLES. 


Position of Volunteers 


Sir,—-I have been acting on behalf of a fellow practitioner 
who has volunteered for national service, and in that capacity 
I have asked for cancellation of the contract for the telephone 
extensions in his house, which now stands empty. Many 
hundreds of similar applications have, no doubt, been made 
by professional men to the Post Office during the last few 
months, and it is with surprise and, I may add, not a little 
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contempt that | have learned the ruling under which such cases 
are dealt with. The official view, it appears, is that the mere 
-fact that a war is waging makes no difference to the contract 
entered into between the telephone subscriber and the Post 
Office. But in those cases in which the subscriber has been 
conscripted, or otherwise compelled to leave for service, the 
rental due for the unexpired portion of the agreement is 
remitted. If, however, he is a volunteer he has only himself 
to thank for his position, and no concession can be made. 
Comment, | think, is superfluous. Res ipsa loquitur.— 
I am, etc., 
Hayle, Cornwall, Jan. 7. D. STANLEY-JONES. 


Assurance for Doctors 


Educating the Child 


The education of a child, particularly of a boy, presents 
problems of which the parent is generally fully aware 
almost from the day of the child's birth ; yet it is remark- 
able how many parents defer making inquiries about 
insurance for this. purpose until the child is 7 or 8 
years old and the real advantage has been lost. Many 
forms of children’s policies are obtainable, but con- 
sidering primarily the question of education as opposed 
to giving the child a policy for its own ultimate benefit, 
there is litth doubt that the educational endowment 
policies issued by assurance companies are the most 
advantageous. Briefly, an educational policy is so 
arranged that an annual sum is made available over a 
term of five years, or more if required, to correspond 
with the period of the child’s education. If, as is usual, 
these instalments are required from the fourteenth to nine- 
teenth year, to realize the full benefit from the policy it is 
desirable to start one almost from birth, for even in that 
event the contract only has a maximum of fourteen years 
to run to maturity. Such a policy can be arranged to 
produce any multiples of £20 a year and upwards payable 
during the five-year educational period, though the usual 
instalment is arranged on a £100-a-year basis. 


By effecting such a policy income tax rebate is obtained 
on the premiums at half the standard rate, and in the 
event of the premature death of the parent the instalments 
themselves become payable immediately. As an indication 
of the cost: for a policy effected at birth by a parent 
aged 35 the premium to provide £100 a year for five 
years at the end of a term of fourteen years would be 
£30 gross, and £24 7s. 6d. net after deduction of tax. It 
will be seen that, apart from securing the child’s educa- 
tion, such a policy to-day forms an attractive investment, 
in which any increase in the rate of income tax is favour- 
ably reflected. In peace time a valuable additional benefit 
giving a maintenance allowance of £100 per annum in the 
event of premature death and payable from then until the 
end of the original term of the policy can be secured by 
an extra annual premium of £3. This benefit is difficult, 
if not impossible, to obtain in war time, but could 
probably be added on a return to normal times, and should 
be remembered. 
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The Minister of Health has sent a circular to local authorities 
asking them to make the facilities at first-aid posts available, 
where necessary, for the school health services. He states that it 
was not intended that the establishment of first-aid posts in clinics 
should prevent the latter from being used for the ordinary health 
services except to the extent that if there were raids in the vicinity 
there would be some temporary interruption of the work. If the 
ordinary work of the clinic is being interrupted the council should 
consider as a matter of urgency what alternative arrangements can 
be made In some cases it may be necessary to provide accom- 
modation in which the full-time personnel of the post can be 
accommodated while sessions are taking place in the clinic. 
Medical officers of health are asked to review all the first-aid 
posts which have been established in school clinics, feeding centres, 
or other similar premises, and to consider what steps must be 
taken to enable the normal work to be resumed. 


Postgraduate News 


The Fellowship of Medicine announces the following courses of 
instruction: (1) surgical tutorial classes for Final F.R.C.S. candi- 
dates, January 23, 4.30 pm., Mr. A. E. Porritt, large intestine and 
rectum, and January 25, 4.30 p.m., Mr. A. J. Cokkinis, treatment 
of war injuries, Part Il; (2) course in ghest diseases for M.R.C.P. 
candidates, at Brompton Hospital, Mondays and Thursdays, 4.30 
p.m., from January 29 to February 22; (3) course in neurology 
for M.R.C.P. candidates at West End Hospital for Nervous 
Diseases, afternoons, February 5 to 16 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


Britisn Mepicat Scnoot, Ducane Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Medical Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstetrical 
and Gynaecological Clinics and Operations. Daily, 1.30 to 2 p.m., Post- 
mortem Demonstration, Tues., 2.30 p.m., Lord Horder, Ward Clinic. 
Wed., 11.30 a.m., Clinico-Pathological Conference (Medical); 2 p.m., 
Dr. King, Intestinal and Pancreatic Function ; 3 p.m., Clinico-Pathological 
Conference (Surgical). Thurs., 2 to 4 p.m., Radiological Conference, Dr. 
a White. Fri., 2 p.m, Clinico-Pathological Conference (Gynaeco- 
Ogical). 

FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 1, Wimpole 
Street, W.—St. Mary's Hospital, W.—Tues., Wed., and Thurs., p.m.. 
Final F.R.C.S. Clinical and Tutorial Course. Roval Cancer Hospital, Fulham 
Road, S.W.—Daily, 9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Comprehensive F.R.C.S. Course. 
Mon., Thurs., and Fri., Operative Surgery Course. Royal National 
Orthopaedic Hospital, Brockley Hill, Stanmore.—Fri., 2 p.m., Orthopacdic 
Course. Medical Society of London, 11, Chandos Street, W.—Surgical 
Tutorial Classes. Tues., 4.30 p.m., Mr. A. E. Porritt, Large Intestine and 
a. Thurs., 4.30 p.m., Mr. A. J. Cokkinis, Treatment of War Injuries, 

rt Il. 

Tavistock Cutnic, Westficld College, Kidderpore Avenuc, N.W.—Mon., 3 p.m., 
Dr. E. A. Bennet, M.C., The Technique of Analytical Psychology Qung); 
4.15 p.m., Illustrative Cases. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Royat COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.—Mon., 
3 p.m., Prof. Rainsford Mowlem, The Use and Behaviour of Cartilage and Bone 
Transplants. Museum Demonstration.—Tues., 3 p.m., Mr. R. Davies- 
Colley, Tumours of the Bone. Wed., 3 p.m., Prof. Hermon Taylor, The 
Practical Evaluation of Gastroscopy. Museum Demonstration.—Thurs., 
3 p.m., Mr. D. H. Patey, Specimens illustrating the Pathological Effects 
ot Trauma. Fri., 3 p.m., Prof. E. C. B. Butler, Some Observations on 

the Freatment, _Complications, and Late Results of Acute Haematogcnous 
Osteomyelitis, based on a study of 500 cases admitted to the London Hospital 
during the years 1919-37 inclusive. 


Royat Society OF MEDICINE 

Section of Odontology.—Mon., 2.30 p.m. Paper by Mr. A. W. Wellinas: 
Critical Review on Recent Investigations in Dental Histology. 

Section of Medicine.—Tues., 2.15 p.m. Discussion: Cystic Disease of the 
Lung. Opener, Dr. W. Burton Wood 

Section of Pathology.—Tues., 2.30 p.m. Communications. 

Section of Urology.—Thurs., 2.45 p.m. Presidential Address by Mr. John 
Everidge: Nephro-ureterectomy. 

Section of Ophthalmology.—Thurs., 4.30 p.m. Discussion: Gas Injuries to 
the Eye. Openers, Mr. M. H. Whiting, Mr. R. E. Bickerton, and Mr. 
T. J. Phillips. i 

Section of Disease in Children.—Fri., 2.45 p.m. (Cases at 2 p.m.) 


ASSOCIATION OF INDUSTRIAL Mepicat OrFFicers.—At Imperial Hotel, Russell 
Square, W.C., Fri.. 5 p.m. Business meeting ; 5.30 p.m., discussion: Some 
Wartime Problems in Industrial Medicine, to be opened by Dr. E. H. 
Capel and Dr. M. W. Goldblatt; 7.30 p.m., dinner; 8.30 p.m., pre-view 
of a new colour film: The First Treatment cf Industrial Injuries. 

Eucenics Society.—At Linnean Society's Rooms, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, W.,. Thurs., 3 p.m. Mrs. Margery Spring-Rice: Health of 
Working Women and its Significance in War Time 


VACANCIES 


EXAMINING Factory SurGeons.—The following vacant appointments are 
announced: (a) Harrow (Middlesex); (6) Withnell (Lancashire): 
Cowdenbeath (Fifeshire). Applications to the Chief Inspector of Factories, 
Home Office, Whitehall, S.W.1, for (a) and (6) by January 30, and for 


(c) by February 13. 
APPOINTMENTS 


DouGias-Witson, I., M.D.. Examining Factory Surgeon for the Presteign 
District (Radnorshire). 

Scuortetp, James W., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., L.D.S., Assistant Dental Surgeon. 
Middlesex Hospital, W. 

Cuetsea Hosprrat FOR WoMEN, S.W.—House Surgeons: George Wynn- 
Williams, M.B., B.S. ; John C. Newbold, M.B., B.Chir. ° 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 


HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH: St. ALBANS Diviston.—At Buglers Rooms, 25, 
Market Place, St. Albans, Friday. January 19, 8.30 p.m. Mr. John Hosford: 
** Minor Infections.” 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE BRANCH.—At 64, St. James's Street, Nottingham, Wednes- 
day, January 24, 2.30 p.m. Report on B.M.A. activities since the last meeting 
in July, 1939, etc. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this heading is 9s. This amount 
should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated by the name and address 
of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later than 
the first post Tuesday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 

DEATH 

WinpramM.—On January 12, 1940, at West Bromwich Hospital, David Keil 
Windram, aged 25 years, husband of Barbara Jean Windram and son of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Windram of Kings Norton, Birmingham, following 
injuries sustained in a motoring accident on the same date. 
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